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          Jeff Hedberg & C11 Release Debut Album

The talented musician from Chicago, IL is set to release his nostalgic new album, a move which will captivate music 
and jazz lovers everywhere.  Jeff Hedberg is preparing to release his band’s, Jeff Hedberg & C11, debut album later 
this month, marking a new stage in the career of this multi-talented singer, trumpeter and leader.  Jeff, who lives in Villa 
Park, IL, just outside Chicago, has just put the final touches to the album, and is now preparing for the imminent release 
that will hopefully build upon his fan base and get this cool, swinging music heard by more people than ever. 

The album, ‘Too Darn Hot’, consists of fifteen songs all coming from the masterful pen of late arranger, Marty Paich.  
Each cut providing a combination of high energy, tight ensemble work, stellar vocal work and a heartfelt dedication 
to this endearing and historic music.  The rhythmic and stylistic undercurrent bears testament to the classic style that 
was introduced by West coast jazz musicians in the 1950’s, “Cool Jazz.”  The release is punctuated throughout with 
strong solo work from fellow Chicagoans Nick Drozdoff (trumpet), Steve Duncan (trombone) and Rich Moore (alto sax). 

The album was recorded, mixed and mastered at StudioMedia Recording Company in Evanston, IL, and its creation is  
supported by musicians who are associated with some of the finest jazz ensembles Chicago has to offer.  It was produced 
by Jeff and was post-produced by Scott Steinman, the man behind enigmatic Chicago figures like: Judy Roberts, Solitaire 
Miles, Petra van Nuis and Andy Brown, Paulinho Garcia, The Kelly Brand Nextet, Beckie Menzie and Tom Michael,
Jeannie Lambert, Northwestern University Jazz Ensemble, Chip McNeill, Russ Phillips, Paul Kogut, Geof Bradfield Sextet, 
Bobby Lewis, Kelly Sill, Joel Spencer, as well as Eddie Gomez, the Fatum Brothers' Jazz Orchestra and Jim McNeely. 

The theme of the album is one of revival that underlies the music and arrangements that Jeff discovered while working 
on his Master’s Degree back in 2004 at Northwestern University.  It was his acquisition of these rare ten-piece band 
arrangements, which forgo the use of piano, but do employ French horn and tuba, a formula not often found in modern jazz 
groups, that allow him to explore this classic material.  The recreation sounds just as fresh in 2011 as it did in 1956 and 
further develop Jeff’s (and C11’s) delightfully cohesive blend of past and present. 

‘Too Darn Hot’ reveals the stunning array of sounds capable from this particular blend of instruments that include: alto
sax, tenor sax, baritone sax, two trumpets, French horn, trombone, tuba, bass and drums. With his grounding coming 
from traditional straight-ahead jazz – Jeff began to get himself known whilst playing in venues throughout Chicago – 
and was always keen to bring something unique to a traditional sound.  For this reason, his emphasis on jazz singing  
has been enhanced by his ability to play other instruments including trumpet, flugelhorn and mellophonium.  

Jeff has said of this work: “I was absolutely enamored with this sound concept when I first discovered it in 2004.  For me, 
the classic recordings that Mel Torme and Marty Paich collaborated on, represent a style that highlights the duality and 
versatility of a singer with a strong instrumental background.  Something that I am often conflicted about, and constantly 
trying to balance.  Although I studied trumpet from the time I was 9 it was not until my time  studying at Elmhurst College 
(1997-2002) workin on my Music Education degree that I discovered jazz singing and developed a true passion for the style, 
its history, and its place in Americana.  Since my 2004 debut recording on the Blujazz record label, ‘The Summer Knows,’ 
my approach has developed and I’ve worked to incorporate a fuller, bigger, more mature vocal presence - one more 
condusive to working with a large band as opposed to a small trio.  What you hear on ‘Too Darn Hot’ is the culmination of 
that study and effort. The album is as much a re-birth of these classic arrangements as it is a marking of a new stage in my 
artistic career and development.”  

‘Too Darn Hot’ is the first in a series of albums that Jeff Hedberg & C11 plan to release entitled “Pages of Paich.”  This first 
album’s launch will be marked with a CD release weekend at Andy’s Jazz Club on October 28 & 29, 2011 and 
fans are encouraged to visit Jeff Hedberg & C11’s website which provides everything you could want to know about one 
of Chicagoland’s truly unique large jazz ensembles.  
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